TAC Meeting Minutes for Deer-Vehicle Crash Information Clearinghouse

Madison, Wisconsin

2:15~4:30 pm, February 4, 2002

Participants: 

Wisconsin
Richard (Dick) Lange (DOT) 

Robert Rolley (DNR)
Michigan
Brent A. Rudolph (Wildlife Research Biologist, DNR) 

Pete Ollila (DOT) 

Illinois 

Karen MaGee (DOT) 

Marty Jones (DNR - Urban Deer Expert - Elgin, IL)
Minnesota
Robert Weinholzer (DOT) 

Brian Haroldson (DNR)

Invited guests:

Pat Casey, Amanda Hardy, John Kinar and Terry Messmer

Abstract

The meeting mainly discussed about the information resources available from all the attendees and committee members. The potential problems and questions, such as how to define deer-vehicle crashes, how to define the effectiveness of countermeasures, and the difficulties in collecting complete DVC data were addressed. 

1. DVC Data Collection Updates/Information
Lange: Wisconsin DOT has collected data of crashes on other animals for about 8-9 years.

Rudolph: Michigan DNR is doing research in herd management, including reorganizing data about deer populations and consideration of seasonal factors.

Rolley: Wisconsin DNR has been collecting wildlife survey data in its wildlife management program from farmers and insurance companies.

Haroldson: Minnesota DNR has the DVC data, including the location of the accidents. 

Ollila: Michigan DOT has been connecting accident data, some of which are using the technology of global information systems (GIS).
Jones: Illinois DNR has done some herd management research on a county by county basis, including population estimation and herd reduction (hunting).
MaGee: Illinois DOT has the data on deer-vehicle collisions, and has been using GIS technology to input and locate crashes. ILDOT can also differentiate deer and other animals, such as dogs/cats. 

Weinholzer: Minnesota DOT conducted some projects on deer reflectors and deer hunting. They have also been collecting DVC data by talking to maintenance people and reporting car accident or counting carcasses. 

Kinar: Some European countries have good badger hits datasets.  It is collected by asking all persons who hit badgers to call certain telephone number and report it. 

Hardy: Dr. Splatt, a biology instructor, has a comprehensive collection of wildlife accident data, which was collected by students.

2. Potential questions and problems

Kinar: How to define crashes?  How reliable is data?
Lange: Deer-vehicle crashes should be defined as while deer cross the road.  Mostly vehicles swerve and turn to the corner while detecting the danger caused by deer crossing. 

Messmer:  In approximately 70% of the DVC accidents, speed is the problem. 

Weinholzer: When collecting data, people either did not have time to fill out the survey forms, or did not want to report their accidents with deer to avoid bad insurance records unless the car was badly damaged and had no choice.

Lange: People involved in deer-vehicle accidents do not like to report it, instead, they just drive away to protect their driving records. Only about 15% of the DVC were reported. 

Haroldson: How to define reported accidents? Such as counting carcass? 
Rolley: DNR needs more funding for data collection from DOT. DNR and DOT need better communication.

Hardy: How to define effectiveness of DVC countermeasures? This can depend on many factors, such as  usage, species, cost-effectiveness.
3. Conclusion
The DOTs and DNRs of the respective states need improved communications and information sharing. The organizations have many different data resources for sharing that are related to Deer-Vehicle Collisions, but none are necessarily complete. The meeting identified the following unresolved problems requiring further discussions:
· How to define crashes?

· How to collect data?

· How to standardize the data across jurisdictions?

· How to define reported accidents?

· How to define the effectiveness of DVC countermeasures?

Some of these details were discussed in the presentations on Feb 5th, 2002.  The presentations will be available on the website for the DVC Clearinghouse.
4. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 4:30pm on Feb. 4th.

