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Iowa LTAP & Guest Speaker Webinars 

2020 “Build a Better Mousetrap” Innovations (State and National). Friday, 3/5 at 12:00 PM. Speaker: 
Keith Knapp, Iowa LTAP, with 2020 Iowa competition winners (Page County, City of Des Moines, and 
Marion County). The Build a Better Mousetrap highlights innovative solutions to everyday challenges 
that local and tribal transportation professionals encounter. This presentation is focused on information 
about the local agency innovations that won the 2020 Build a Better Mousetrap (BABM) competition in 
Iowa and nationally. Those that were given an honorable mention nationally may also be presented. 
National results for the BABM competition can be found at https://iowaltap.iastate.edu/build-a-better-
mousetrap-competition/. For more information and to register for this webinar, please go to 
https://iowaltap.iastate.edu/events/2020-babm-webinar/ 

Keep Your Pavements Zipped-Up! Best Practices for Long-Lasting Longitudinal Joints. Friday, 3/12 at 
12:00 PM. Guest speaker: Greg Duncan, Applied Pavement Technology, Inc. & NV LTAP. Longitudinal 
joint distress is often a driver in the need to rehabilitate a roadway. This webinar will address causes for 
the distress along with innovative construction options that can mitigate longitudinal joint distress and 
repair methods to correct the distress and prolong the need for rehabilitation. The intended audience 
includes people working in pavement maintenance, specification development, and construction 
inspection roles. For more information and to register for this webinar, please go to 
https://iowaltap.iastate.edu/events/keep-your-pavements-zipped-up/ 

Work Zone Driveway Assistance Devices (DADs): Past Research & Evaluation of Display Strategies. 
Friday, 3/19 at 12:00 PM. Guest speaker: Tim Gates, Michigan State University. The Driveway Assistance 
Device (DAD) is an experimental device used to direct traffic onto a bi-directional, single-lane work zone 
from a driveway or side street. This device uses alternating flashing arrows to indicate the traffic flow 
direction along the work zone segment in order to reduce wrong-way driving. Although several states 
have experimented with DADs in various work zone settings, there remains a lack of consensus 
regarding the design aspects and the general effectiveness. To help address these issues, research was 
performed to evaluate various aspects of the DAD design, including auxiliary sign messages, signal 
configuration, and arrow color. For more information and to register for this webinar, please go to 
https://iowaltap.iastate.edu/events/wz-driveway-assistance-devices/ 

Safety and Operational Effectiveness of Traffic Signs. Friday, 3/26 at 12:00 PM. Speaker: David 
Veneziano, Iowa LTAP. Traffic signing provides critical regulatory and warning information to motorists 
for safety and operational purposes. This webinar will discuss the state-of-knowledge on the 
effectiveness and impacts of different regulatory and warning signs, as well as discussion on the 
installation, maintenance, and removal of signs. For more information and to register for this webinar, 
please go to https://iowaltap.iastate.edu/events/safety-and-operational-effectiveness-of-traffic-signs/ 

Iowa LTAP Workshops 

Completing Traffic Studies. Tuesday, 3/16 at 9:00 AM. Speaker: David Veneziano, Iowa LTAP. This 
webinar will provide a basic introduction into the studies and measurements commonly used by local 
agencies in the course of daily activities. Subjects covered include traffic volume, speed, sight distance, 
curve speed, and intersection traffic control studies. The workshop should be valuable to new and 
experienced local agency staff that perform various different aspects of those studies. For more 
information and to register, please go to https://iowaltap.iastate.edu/events/completing-traffic-studies-
webinar/ 
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Iowa DOT Culvert and Bridge Backwater Program Workshop. Wednesday, 4/7 at 8:00 AM. The 
workshop will cover the new USGS StreamStats program for estimating design discharges for sizing 
bridges and culverts. We will also go over the use of the Iowa DOT AEPD spreadsheet for calculating and 
comparing peak discharges using other methodologies. In addition, we will review the Iowa DOT Culvert 
program and Bridge Backwater program with example problems. For more information and to register, 
please go to https://iowaltap.iastate.edu/events/dot-culvert-and-bridge/ 

Design Length of Steel H-Piles and WEAP. Wednesday, 4/14 at 8:30 AM. The training class focuses on 
designing the length of steel H-pile needed for standard bridge designs in Iowa. The class considers a 
series of subjects as noted at the link below. The class leads participants through 4 different problems in 
order to demonstrate the design process. Participants will work at a computer using a spreadsheet 
setup to facilitate the design process. Since the class will be held virtually, it would be ideal for each 
student to have two monitors (one monitor to view the presentation and one monitor to view and work 
on the spreadsheet). The class will receive handouts detailing the examples and spreadsheet entry along 
with hand calculations. For more information and to register, please go to 
https://iowaltap.iastate.edu/events/design-length-of-steel-h-piles-and-weap-equation/ 

Workshops & Webinars by Others 

Common Sense Solutions for Intersection Problems (NJ LTAP). Tuesday through Thursday, 3/2–3/4 at 
4:00 PM. This course will review basic concepts in probability and statistics and their application in 
designing traffic control features and regulating traffic. This course provides participants with (1) a basic 
understanding of intersection safety issues, (2) “how to” information for common safety tasks and low-
cost safety improvements that do not require an engineered design, and (3) background information on 
safety tasks that do not require an engineer. This workshop also outlines areas where non-engineers can 
assist traffic engineers in the safety process and help them to understand when an engineer needs to be 
consulted to make a safety-related change to an intersection. This will be a 3-day (2 hours each session) 
program. Participants are welcome to join any of the three parts; however, a certificate of attendance 
will only be issued to those that attend the full session on all days. For more information and to register, 
please go to https://cait.rutgers.edu/event/njltap-common-sense-solutions-for-intersection-problems/  

Introduction to Transportation Utility Fees: Maintaining Local Roads, Trails, and Other Transportation 
Primer (FHWA). Wednesday, 3/10 at 12:00 PM. The webinar rolls out the Transportation Utility Fees 
(TUFs)/Road Maintenance Fees Primer. This primer introduces the concept of TUFs and how they can 
provide an alternative source of funding to help maintain and improve road networks. For more 
information and to register, please go to this link 

Introduction to Development Agreements and Other Contract-Based Value Capture (FHWA). 
Wednesday, 3/24 at 12:00 PM. FHWA officially rolls out the Value Capture: Development Agreements 
and Other Contract-Based Primer. The webinar will provide practical information for implementing DA, 
CBA, JDA, and other contract-based VC techniques (such as public right-of-way [ROW] use agreements). 
For more information and to register, please go to this link 

Asphalt Pavement Maintenance (TN LTAP). Tuesday & Wednesday, 3/30 & 3/31 at 7:30 AM. This 
workshop covers pavement evaluation, asphalt mix materials, hot plant mix production and pavement 
construction methods, routing pavement maintenance techniques, and pothole patching. For more 
information and to, register please go to http://ttap.utk.edu/training/webinar.php?id=735&loc=1  
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