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TopicsTopics
Funding crisis in the making (perfect storm)Funding crisis in the making (perfect storm)

Large/aging systemLarge/aging system
Increasing demandsIncreasing demands
Flattening revenuesFlattening revenues
HyperinflationHyperinflation

Steps to address the crisisSteps to address the crisis
Actions to increase efficiencyActions to increase efficiency
Study of needs and revenuesStudy of needs and revenues
Legislative actionLegislative action

Current statusCurrent status
Lessons learnedLessons learned











RUTF CommitteeRUTF Committee

Created in 2002 consisting of DOT, city Created in 2002 consisting of DOT, city 
and county officialsand county officials
Study ways to increase efficiencyStudy ways to increase efficiency
Recommendations adopted by legislature Recommendations adopted by legislature 
in 2003in 2003

Transfer of jurisdictionTransfer of jurisdiction
Small city jurisdictional responsibilitySmall city jurisdictional responsibility
Reduced maintenance standards for lowReduced maintenance standards for low--
volume county roadsvolume county roads



RUTF StudyRUTF Study

Legislatively mandated study (2005)Legislatively mandated study (2005)
Due by December 31, 2006Due by December 31, 2006
Identify longIdentify long--term construction and term construction and 
maintenance needs for all public roads maintenance needs for all public roads 
and sufficiency of existing revenues to and sufficiency of existing revenues to 
meet those needs.meet those needs.
Recommendations on future funding levelsRecommendations on future funding levels
FUNDING SHORTFALL: $27.7 billion over FUNDING SHORTFALL: $27.7 billion over 
20 years!20 years!
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StatusStatus
HF 932 signed by Governor on May 25, 2007HF 932 signed by Governor on May 25, 2007

Created TIMECreated TIME--21 Fund21 Fund
Defined distribution and targeting of fundDefined distribution and targeting of fund

60 percent to DOT: For use on access60 percent to DOT: For use on access--Iowa highways, CIN Iowa highways, CIN 
highways (priority to projects around renewable fuel highways (priority to projects around renewable fuel 
developments), and Interstate highways.developments), and Interstate highways.
20 percent to Counties: For use on county road bridges and 20 percent to Counties: For use on county road bridges and 
on farmon farm--toto--market roads (priority for projects that support market roads (priority for projects that support 
economic development and job creation).economic development and job creation).
20 percent to Cities: To improve and sustain the city street 20 percent to Cities: To improve and sustain the city street 
system.system.

Requires regular review (every five years) of needs Requires regular review (every five years) of needs 
and revenue including alternative funding sources.and revenue including alternative funding sources.
Established legislative committee to develop funding Established legislative committee to develop funding 
proposal by January 15, 2008proposal by January 15, 2008



Status (continued)Status (continued)
Interim CommitteeInterim Committee

Met three timesMet three times
Concluded the $200 million per year was justified and Concluded the $200 million per year was justified and 
needs to be reached within two to three years.needs to be reached within two to three years.
No final funding recommendationNo final funding recommendation

Both House and Senate Transportation Both House and Senate Transportation 
Committees have passed funding billsCommittees have passed funding bills

No fuel taxNo fuel tax
Registration feesRegistration fees
Title fees and other miscellaneous feesTitle fees and other miscellaneous fees
Generate approximately $125 million in FY 2012Generate approximately $125 million in FY 2012



Funding IssuesFunding Issues

Fuel TaxFuel Tax
High cost of fuelHigh cost of fuel
True cost of a fuel tax increaseTrue cost of a fuel tax increase
NonNon--IowansIowans
PoliticsPolitics

Pickup TrucksPickup Trucks
GrandfatheringGrandfathering
Differentiation by useDifferentiation by use
PoliticsPolitics



Lessons LearnedLessons Learned

Regularly evaluate funding needs and Regularly evaluate funding needs and 
mechanisms and report to legislaturemechanisms and report to legislature
Educate the public Educate the public -- Get the word outGet the word out

Condition of systemCondition of system
Administrative efficiencyAdministrative efficiency

Understand the politicsUnderstand the politics
Be patientBe patient
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