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Topics Covered 

Â Introduction 

ÂObjective / Scope 

ÂBridge Selection 
Criteria 

Â Inspection Protocol 

ÂUMD Upper Midwest 
Inspections 

ÂSummary 



Profile of U.S. Timber Highway Bridges 

Â48,759 (10.3%) utilize 
timber as a structural 
component in the 
superstructure 

Ç 24,267 all timber 
superstructure 

Ç 24,492 timber deck, 
steel beam 

ÂOften rural highways 
with <300 vehicles  



National Timber Bridge Inventory 
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National Bridge Inspection Study 

ÂPurpose ς Provide a better understanding of the 
design, performance, and durability characteristics 
of timber bridge structures 

ÂObjective - Assess the condition of over 100 timber 
highway bridges in various climatic regions and 
establish a baseline for evaluating future 
performance 

ÂOutcome - Consolidate findings into a 
comprehensive final report and to support future 
service life predictions and improved bridge designs 
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