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Craftsmen no longer around
to repair covered bridges

Once a coversd bridge is
gone, it's gone.

“The craltsmen are no
longer around, and the
structural imber lsn't readily
available any more.,” ac-
cording to LS. ‘'Stock™
Bower, a lhird geoeratiom
covered bridge bullder from
Flemingsburg. Bower,
who has worked with the stale
of (hio to keep its 165 covered
bridges intact amd repaired,
would like to see the Kentucky
structures restored and
maintained.

Eldred W. Mellon, execulive
director of the Henlucky
Herilage Commission, said
thal preservalionists across
the slate wart Keplucky's
covered bridges saved,
“Covered bridges amd the
crafl of building them will be
lost soon if effort is not made
o preserve ithe ah‘uth.lr!ﬂ,_
she sald “The bridges are
virtually neglected in Ken-
tucky."

Bower's grandfather, Jacob
Bower, buill bridges in
Pennsylvania and West
Virginia before seitling in
Ohie. Three of his sons,
Ineluding Louks, Stock Bower's
lather, became bridge
builders also. After Louls
maoved to Kemtucky to build
bridges in Fleming County,

Stock was born. He is the last
of the Bower bridge builders
and I8 considered one of the
few men in this country wha
can qualify as an expert in the
reconstruction of wooden
truss bridges

Bower met with Mrs. Melton
o estimate Lhe cosis for
restoring Kenfucky's ' 18
covered bridges, “There are
two calegories of covered
bridges — those in use and
those that aren't and never
will be,”" said Bower. "The
ones that aren’t used would be
restored for people to look af

— miost need roofing and some
need siding. The ones thal are |

In use need Bew fMoar syalems
amnd at least one needs an
abutment.”

The veteran bridge builder
said the job of restoring the
structures could be extended
overa five-year pericd. “Three
bridges could be done each
year, All 18 of them could be
put back in good condition for
about a half millien dollars —
about $75,000 each.”

Bower sald some of (he
bridges are in critical need of
repair. “There’s one lelt in
Robertson County that my
grandfather built in 18674, It's
just about to go in the drink —
it will never ‘carry (raffic
anymore, but it can be saved.

The bridge is less than 100 [eet
from a stale highway — lwo —
span, about 100 [eet long and
across Johnsen Creek. Both
spans are in deplorable
condition

He said the second one
repaired should be Cabin
Creek Bridge — about 17 miles
east of Maysville on Cabin
Creek in Mason County. “The
bridge has just been repaired
bat they did a horrible job . |
There are two good bridges in
Greenup County in use, but
both are desperately in need of
reconsiruction. One i8 Lhe
Bennett Hill Bridge and the
other is the 0ld Town Bridge,
which they are planning to
relire,” he said

“There are three other
bridges in Fleming County
that are nod in wse and never
will be,"” sald Bower. “"The
Buffalo Trace Tourist Council,
which promotes the bridges as
a local feabure in its tourlsm
program may want to assume
responsibility for the bridges
in that area.”

Mre. Melton said, “If we can
el some matching funds and
find some county officials who
will be responisble for
restoring and maintaining
them, we might have a chance
fo save them."
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Traugott F. Keller Jr. - Photographed October 18, 1952

Hybrid Queenpost & Multiple Kingpost
1880 — builder unknown
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2002 - Walcott Covered Bridge - Bracken County, Kentucky

JeffRogers.com - Photographed 1996

Hybrid Queenpost & Multiple Kingpost
1880 — builder unknown
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2002 - Walcott Covered Bridge - Bracken County, Kentucky
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2002 - Walcott Covered Bridge - Bracken County, Kentucky
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2002 - Walcott Covered Bridge - Bracken County, Kentucky
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John Hultgren Lowswlle Kentucky - Photographed 2003

. 3 : - KENTUCKY
Adopting Design-Build Procurement Process for Covered Bridge HERITAGE

Restoration Efforts in Kentucky COUNCIL

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE




2002 - Walcott Covered Bridge - Bracken County, Kentucky

Photographs by KHC staff
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2002 - Walcott Covered Bridge - Bracken County, Kentucky

Photographs by KHC staff
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2002 - Walcott Covered Bridge - Bracken County, Kentucky
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2002 - Walcott Covered Bridge - Bracken County, Kentucky
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2005 - Goddard Covered Bridge - Fleming County, Kentucky

Town Lattice
1864 — builder unknown Photograph by KHC staff
ot
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2005 - Goddard Covered Bridge - Fleming County, Kentucky
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2005 - Goddard Covered Bridge - Fleming County, Kentucky
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2005 - Goddard Covered Bridge - Fleming County, Kentucky
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the othier day

It wan whije 1 Tuhhd my
band acroas one of the ofd
Beunett's Milla Cloviped Bridge
Limbers Just woek wirle J
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E‘G -| By Charlas Mattox
Kewn Editor

Contreversy continuss with
the Goddard Covered Bridge
restoration project,

The 204,000 Goddard
Cevered Bridge renevation son-
tract was wwarded to Intech
Campany earlier this year
They have acheduled the disas-
sembly of the bridge for late
August, after the annunl cow.
ered bridge festival, They will
then move the disassembled
bridge to their Lancaster facili-
ty by lnte September, where
inspectors any at least thirty
percent of the histeric struc-
ture will be replaced,

At lexs! hirfy percent.

The damoge identified dur-
ing the bridge inspection
procesn aix years agoe indicated
thirty percent of the bridge
winnld hawe ta be replaced

“That's going to be just the
dp of the iceberg,” Intech
pupervisar Jahn Crace said last
weak, “We'll find a lot more
damage once we get Ethe
Goddard Bridge disassemblad.”

Representatives  of  the
Fleming Counly Tourism
Comemiltee, Buffale Trace
Cewversed Bridge Association,
Jim Rummage, chief engineer
for DHetrict 9 Department of
Transportation, along with
Patrick Kennedy and Backy
Proctor of the Kentucky
Heritoge Council and othars
toured Intech’s Lancaster facl-
ity last waek.

They have scheduled the disas-
sembly of the bridge for late
August, after the annual cov-
ered briage festival. They will
then move the disassembled
bridge to their Lancaster facili-
ty by late September, where
inspectors say at least thirty
percent of the historic struc-
ture will be replaced.

At least thirty percent.

Adopting Design-Build Procurement Process for Covered Bridge
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gite at the Intech fmeility,
un:ll.-ru;w'ng the rmenovation
ProcesEs

Evaryone om tha - tour
axrproassd gratitods to Imtech
for kaeping the lines of commu
nication open but more than
one whao toak the tour of Intech
facilities later expressed con
cern over what they saw

They snw the timbers of the
Bannett's Mills Coversd Bridgs
laying expoasd to the slemants
in o parking lot.

“1 thought it would at least be
inside, vou know, under a roof]”
szid Floming Countian, Steve
Donovan

Donowan mnd Fleming
County Tourlem Committes
mombers Marshn MoCartney
nnd Mary Jo Litten gave a
report of the Intech tour o
Fleming County dadge
Executive Larry Fozworthy
and State Repressntotive Mike
Denhem Monday morning.

*The majority of I-"I-mi.ng
Countians I have spokes to do
not want the Goddard Covered
Bridge mowed off  site”
Foxworthy told Denham during
that mesting

Denhnm quicky set up a
meeting with Rumpiage,
Foxwarthy, himeslf  and
Senntor Walter Blevins for
Monday afternoon to addreas
the additional comearns the
community has over the
Goddard Coversd Bridge reno-
vation praject and attempt o
the situniion, “te av

Serumg Fleming

Thursday, It
Covered bridge controversy cuntmues

Greenup County's Bennett's - ones ui'l-lfnmucn" Im nu.ld
Mills Covered Bridge was an -

*Ths bridge project is n prior-
ity with me” Denham
axplained

An:ord.Lnu t-} Foxwarthy, that
meeting went well.

*Td say it want pretty wall *
be snid. "etting Intech to do
what they con on site will be u
big step for Fleming County. It
looka like we are making
progress on getting that sccam-
plinhed ®

Other eovered bridgs rancova-
tion projects have raised seri-
ous concerns in the region

Especially ~the Walcott
Coverd Bridge of Bracksn
County.

“I'] choin mysell to the
Goddard Bridge before [ let
them do what they did at
Walcatt,” Donovan sald matter-
of-factly during the meeting
with Foxworthy and Denbam
"Walcott ia not the bridge it
once wan, Mow it's a brand oew
bridge"

(ithers at the meeting and on
the earlier Intech tour schoed
Dopovan's concerns over Lhe
possibility of the Goddard
Covered Bridge lasing its his
torical integrity

“The carvings on the bridge's
interior nre very imporfant to
the community and will not be
eopnsidered graffiti ne some had
thought marliar® Patrick
Kennedy, restorntion project
manager with the Kunr.uc!:y
Hemitage Counsil, said the day
after the trip. “Those carvings

see BRIDGE page 2

Restoration Efforts in Kentucky

“The majority of Fleming
Countians I have spoke to do
not want the Goddard Covered
Bridge moved off site,”
Foxworthy told Denham during
that meeting.
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2005 - Goddard Covered Bridge - Fleming County, Kentucky

Concern revives covered bridge authority

We don't want another Walcott!

“This is not the real bridge."

That simple phrase, written inside tha Walcott Covered Bridge in Bracken
County, perhaps best describes the dilamma Fleming County faces as the
state undertakas the restoration of the Goddard Covered Bridge.

The proposed rastoration is part of the state's efforis to preserve the 13
remaining covered bridges In the commonweaalth.

In 1999, the 175-year-old Walcolt bridge was removed from its pillars and
carted off to Lexington where counly residents believed it would be
dismantled, restored, rabuilt and returned to a spot crossing Locust Creek
near its original location. More than three years later, a bridge was retumed
to the county and reconstructed near the former site of the Walcott bridge.
Unfortunately, as the writer of the phrase noted, it wasn't the restorad
bridge Bracken Countians were expecting and believed they had been
promised by the state. What they received instead was a replica, a
reproduction of the Walcott bridge, one which state officials said contained
litthe wood from the bridge which was taken down. The bridge may be
pretty, but it is definitaly not the real bridge.

Mow, Fleming County's picturesque 1820s Goddard bridge has been
targeted by the state Transportation Cabinet for restoration and area
residents are understandably nerveus over the prospect, considering the
and rasult in Bracken County,

As the home to three of the unique bridges, Flaming County has been
designated as the Covered Bridge Capital of Kentucky. The Goddard
bridge, where the span's opaning frames a small country church, is also
one of the stata's most photographed covered bridges. Historians and
tourism officials agree the covered bridges are invaluable to the county but
they are not convinced the restoration project is the best way to protect the
historc structuras.

A public hearing is scheduled for 7 p.m. today at Ward Elementary School
to review and discuss plans for the Goddard bridge. Those interasted in
protecting the bridges are hoping the meeting attracts a large tumout of
residents to demand the state gives Fleming County assurances Bracken
County did not recaiva.

Wa urge anyone interested lo attend the meating and help make sure

By DAMETTA BARKER - Staff Writar

FLEMINGSBURG - The battle of the bridge has taken another twist with the
resurrection of the Buffalo Trace Covered Bridge Authority,

State Rap. Mike Danham is reviving the authority to help the communities
he sarves find a way lo preserve the covered bridges which span the creeks
and streams of Bracken, Fleming and Mason counties.

“I feel this authority is vary critical to this ragion,” Denham said. "l want this
to be ongoing, We need to treal these bridges with tander loving care to last
for our children and their children.”

The controversy over the restoration of the Goddard White Coverad Bridge
in Flaming County spurred Denham to act. The bridge is set to come down
aftar the Coverad Bridge Festival Aug. 23. Residents want the bridge to be
restorad on-site, not taken dewn and moved to Lancaster where the
contractor, Intech, has faciliies. Denham and the newly formed committee
are working to see that the community and the Transportation Cabinet are
both satisfied with the results of restoration.

One of the first appointees is Stephen Donovan, a resident of Flaming
County who served on the original Coverad Bridge Authority.

“The authority had been around for years," Donovan said. “But fell apart in
1945 or 96. There wasn't a iremendous amount of concern about bridges
then, now there Is."

Donovan said the group met a few times to discuss tha restoration of the
Goddard Bridge. After the recent trip to Lancaster to see how restoration is
done, Donovan falt measures could be taken to maintain the rustic charm of
the bridge while preserving it for future generations.

*| still think that restoring the bridge on-site is one answer to keaping the
integrity of the bridge," Donovan said. “Using as many of the original boards
as possible is anothar answear."

"We want to make everybody a winner in this situation,” Donovan said. "We
may not know how to do that rght now but we are trying to find a way.'

Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development Director Mary Jo Litton
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Goddard Bridge project
entermg crltlcal phase

F | By Charles Mattox

Mews Editar

“We will make critical
decisions over the nexl few
weelks which will delermine
how we conduct the renova-
tion  projects on Fleming

[ l.':lllIlI'.'L three  covered
bridges,” State Represen
ative Mike Denham told a
erowd of approxim; ately 75
concerned Flomin ¢ Coumnt
ians who had gathered at
Hillshora Elementary
School Aug. 5

The crowd listened to cur

=

o

thlu Cha rles Mattox

Patrick Kennedy, restoration project manager
with the Kentucky Heritage Council, continues to
research Fleming County covered bridges.

rent proposals regarding
Kentucky lh*pulnum of
Tranzportation (DOT) proj-
pcte which are li,g*Hi;',l'.ul,I Lo
preserve " the |'|H||:|l_'\.";-: o
ered hridees., The project
'.l'-!ll'l‘lllll."l'l (%3] 'JHI'-'-I"-]"\.'I"“ 1||4'
Goddard Covered Bridee is
slated to begin Aug. 24
when Intech employees will
begin ||i.-;,i.-.:jl;'|;]|_||:|:-,- of the
bridge. Intech was awarded
the $204.000 DOT brid; e
repnovation contract The
econbracts for restoration/
renovation work to o the
Ringos Mills and Grange
I"i|'; r'lj:-'-.r-_-l'l_'li' |!l|i||,l_;'|'.- ||_.|'.'|_:
not vel been awarded but
soon will be. Federal fund-
ing has been made available
to Kentucky DOT to help
preserve the state’s covered
bridges,
MNationally-recognized
covered bridge authority
Phil Pierce of WVermont
recently  inspected the
Goddard Covered Bridge
and informed an ad hoc
committee ol bridge sup-

KENTUCKY
HERITAGE
COUNCIL

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE




_CITY REGION

R e T

KENTUCKY
HERITAGE
COUNCIL

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

Foes trade b:

ver e -
over highting c



2005 - Goddard Covered Brldge FIemlng County, Kentucky
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“If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, in a state of civilization, it

expects what never was and never will be,”

Vol. 106, No. 28

John Crace, red shirt, inspecis cribbing beneath the bridge last woek,

Goddard Bridge work finally under way

Fr_:- E'p Chnrles Mpiox

biridge all the stone whbut
mennta”™ Pliil Manes andd

|l|'||| B¢ Erund |r Liv Ui weoc :r‘ll"||

Thomas Jefferson, 1816
Thursday, July 14, 2005

Board adopts drug testing policy

Goddard Methodist
Chirch

50 c er issue

fur Fleming County school system

B]' Charlas Mattox

et Wrilei

The Floming County
Schiool bourd hns  sdopted
AN BEETEASive, pro-active
|_||,J|u- o ecombal sliddent
drug uss

The second reading of Lhe
stolent drug testing palicy
was held during the schoal
bonrd's July 6 moeting and
will become policy for the
ooming school yenr, Tha sl
key will Implement rundo
monthly drug iesting for
wdent drivers &
whn participoin in
and mthletic exirn
nrtivilies

*This in o pmood policy”
mchial  board chairman
Wayna Liswls =adil. "1 bewn
well thought out. It looks
gl o ma. Mo ons wants o
vislote any stodent's righia,
aml this |.‘||||'| iheans do
tsak, Everyone wanis to
prolecl ooy students and
ik oair students nod stafl
anadfe as possibile. This pol

F{; By L'l!-u Matios

Bludsnts will be shawing
I akin this year =i
County Schoaln

School Superintendent Kelley Crain and School
Board Chairman Wayne Lewis go over the details
of the new drug-testing policy.

icy will halp us do this”

According to  Fleming

County Schools Super

intendent Kelly Crain, the

process of cresting Lhe poli
ey lhine been im Lhe woarks Gor
UVET 0 JEOr

*We've ben in coniscl
with ather schools who hnve
iapted similar policies”
Craln  snid. "We've had
lenmgthy diseussion with fae-
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s rug policy, page 2

Fleming County  Schools
Kelly Crain amil. “Slesves
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hem. The blengih of sharis
will bn extended and no
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allowed 10 show. The siu:
duitts’ bocks muwt be wov-
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2005 - Goddard Covered Bridge - Fleming County, Kentucky
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2005 - Goddard Covered Bridge - Fleming County, Kentucky
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2005 - Goddard Covered Bridge - Fleming County, Kentucky
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Estimates put Goddard Bridge

restoration costs at $1

TG 5 Crares Woter

Apnthorities say the God-
dard Coversd Bridge will
lock like a million bucks
when the renovation project
is completed. They also say
that's about what the final
rl‘.h:\"ﬂ be for rencvating

3 ric structure.

“The finkl SAT thearcast
will be about a million dol-
lars." Transportation Cakbi-
net Project Manager Phil
Mauney said last week.
“There have been several

r:l:u.nga urdnrn to the project

tum Those rhang-s are the
reason for the increase in
project cost™

Two years ago the Trans-
portation Cibinet accepted
a bid from Imtech Comtrac-
tors for slightly over $200,
000. Soon thereafter, public
concern for the preservation
of historic material in the
bridge, particularly the
graffiti-covered diagomal
timbers of the Towne lattice
design, led Transportation
Cabinet officials to seek
input from national author-
itiss while striving ta ae-
commodate public wishes.

“Comments from the pub-
lic indicate the desired
chanpge orders, and the costs
associated with  those
change orders will be well
worth it,” Mauney said of

during the last rencvation
project 40 years ago. The
new diagonal sistered mem-
bera will be located nesxt to
the existing diagonal tim-
bers and will be approxi-
mately chest high. They will
connect to the bottom chord
of the bridge. They will alle-
1;“{ structural stress om
the  arigihal timbers T'hu
tiew  material will”

stained and will look 'l;];n
the older timbers. The con-
cept for this addition was
recommended by . Arneld
Graton and Dawid Fischet-

Graton and Fischetti, two
nationally recognized au-
thorities in the field of cov-
ered-bridge  construction
and preservation, joined the
renovation team at the
request of the Covered
Bridge Authority and other
public interest groups.

Mauney said each phase
of the change orders goes
through a specific process
which must be approved by
Transportation Cabinet of-
ficiale, the Covered Bridge
Authority, the Kemtucky
Heritage Couneil and public
interest groups.

According to Mauney, the
interior-roal design of the
bridge has been changed to
match the original design.
More of the floor and sub-
floor material will be also be
replaced than was original-

“gg=
million
Creek  Coverad
Thmprqmmav

Bridge project is sc
for completion i
2006, Mauney sai
Grange City

for rencvation

" 'Cabin Creek and .

Cresk coversd bridg
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Bridge to New Ground

How Kentucky Paved a Better Way to Fix Covered Bridges

By Stephanie Smith | Onfine Only | Sept. 8, 2006

bilitation of covered bridges. Only 880 remain in

Tao the strains of "My Old Kentucky Home,” last month residents of Fleming County, Ky., took their first close-up
loak at their Civil War-era covered bridge when it officially reopened after a $1 million rehabilitation. As locals and
state officials walked across Goddard Bridge, perhaps the state’'s most photogenic bridge, they saw little—if
anything—new, and they wouldnt have it any other way.

The covered bridge had received a new tin roof, flooring, and stone abutments. But rather than replacing any
timbers, waorkers "sistered” many of the boards in the truss system, adding new wood to support the old. In some
places, new wood had been treated to look weathered, protecting the old look of the bridge. "People wanted to
see what they remember,” says Patrick Kennedy, state restoration project manager.
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2007 — Johnson Creek Covered Bridge - Robertson County, Kentucky
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2007 — Johnson Creek Covered Bridge - Robertson County, Kentucky

.John Hultgren, Louisvil.le, Kentucky - Photographed 2003

Smith Type IV with auxiliary laminated arch
1882 — Jacob Bower
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2007 — Johnson Creek Covered Bridge - Robertson County, Kentucky
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2007 — Johnson Creek Covered Bridge - Robertson County, Kentucky

~r
' \,' e :‘
L

g (e 4

.
A

. 3 : - KENTUCKY
Adopting Design-Build Procurement Process for Covered Bridge HERITAGE

Restoration Efforts in Kentucky COUNCIL

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE




2007 — Johnson Creek Covered Bridge - Robertson County, Kentucky
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Photograph by KYTC staff
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2007 — Johnson Creek Covered Bridge - Robertson County, Kentucky

Photograph by KHC staff
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2007 — Johnson Creek Covered Bridge - Robertson County, Kentucky
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Photograph by KHC staff
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2007 — Johnson Creek Covered Bridge - Robertson County, Kentucky

Photograph by KHC staff
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2012 - Cabln Creek Covered Brldge FIemlng County, Kentucky

Multiple Kingpost with auxiliary laminated arch
1867/1875 — William Henderson Photograph by KHC staff
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2012 — Cabin Creek Covered Bridge - Fleming County, Kentucky

Photograph by KHC staff
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2012 — Cabin Creek Covered Bridge - Fleming County, Kentucky

Photograph by KHC staff
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2012 - Cabin Creek Covered Bridge - Fleming County, Kentucky
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2012 - Cabin Creek Covered Bridge - Fleming County, Kentucky

Photograph by KHC staff
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Photograph by KHC staff
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Photograph by KHC staff
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2012 — Cabin Creek Covered Bridge - Fleming County, Kentucky
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Photograph by KHC staff

. 3 : - KENTUCKY
Adopting Design-Build Procurement Process for Covered Bridge HERITAGE

Restoration Efforts in Kentucky COUNCIL

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE




Cabin Creek Covered
Bridge, photographed
1951

Photographer unknown,
courtesy of Todd Clark
via Robert W. M.
Laughlin and
Kentucky’s Covered
Bridges — A Baker’s
Dozen
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