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PAVEMENT CONSTRUCTION
I. Finishing:
1. Grade and Crown: Promptly after concrete has been placed and vibrated, strike off the surface
to the true section by the screed. Finish the surface true to crown and grade.
2. Watering the Surface: The practice of lubricating the pavement surface by sprinkling water by
spray, brush, or other methods to afford greater ease in finishing operation is not allowed.
3. Floats: Finish surface with wood or magnesium floats; finish from both sides simultaneously if
pavement is placed to full width with one pass of paving machine.
4. Straightedging:
a. After the longitudinal floating has been completed and the excess water has been removed,
and while the concrete is still plastic, test the pavement surface for trueness.
b. Immediately fill any depressions found with freshly mixed concrete, struck off, consolidated,
and refinished.
c. Check surface longitudinally while concrete is still plastic; correct any surface deviations
greater than 1/8 inch in 10 feet.
5. Surface Treatment:
a. Drag Surface Treatment: Unless otherwise specified, texture the finished surface with an
artificial turf or burlap drag treatment.
1) Pull the artificial turf or burlap drag longitudinally over the finished surface to produce a
tight, uniform, textured surface, and round the edges in a workmanlike manner.
2) Remove the artificial turf or burlap drag from the pavement surface at regular intervals
and clean with water to remove accumulated concrete from the fabric in order to
maintain a consistent finished texture.
3) When the desired texture is not attained, the Engineer may require the final finish be a
broom finish.
b. Surface Tining: When surface tining is specified, use a longitudinal tining. Under special
circumstances, when specified in the contract documents, transverse tining may be required.
1) Longitudinal:
a) Complete longitudinal surface tining using a machine with a wire broom or comb.
For small or irregular areas, or during equipment breakdown, hand methods may be
used. Use a broom or comb with a single row of tines 1/8 inch (+/- 1/64 inch) in
width and uniformly spaced at 3/4 inch intervals. The depth of the grooves must be a
minimum of 1/8 inch to a maximum of 3/16 inch in the plastic concrete.
b) Use equipment with horizontal and vertical string line controls to ensure straight
grooves.
c) Conduct this operation at such time and in such manner that the desired surface
texture will be achieved while minimizing displacement of the larger aggregate
particles and before the surface permanently sets.
d) At longitudinal joints, leave a 2 to 3 inch wide strip of pavement surface (centered
along the joint) that is not grooved for the length of the joint.

2) Transverse:
a) If transverse surface tining is required or allowed, use a machine with a wire broom
or comb. For small or irregular areas, or during equipment breakdown, hand
methods may be used. Use a broom or comb with a single row of tines 1/8 inch (+/1/64 inch) in width and randomly spaced from 3/8 inch to 1 5/8 inch with no more
than 50% of the spacing exceeding 1 inch. The depth of the grooves must be a
minimum of 1/8 inch to a maximum of approximately 3/16 inch in the plastic
concrete.
b) Conduct this operation at such time and in such manner that the desired surface
texture will be achieved while minimizing displacement of the larger aggregate
particles and before the surface permanently sets.
c) Where abutting pavement is to be placed, the tining should extend as close to the
edge as possible without damaging the edge.
d) If abutting pavement is not to be placed, do not tine the 6 inch area nearest the edge
or 1 foot from the face of the curb.
6. Edge Finish: Before the concrete has taken its initial set, finish all edges of the pavement with
an 1/8 inch radius edging tool.
7. Honeycomb Repair: When paving without forms, fill any honeycombed area immediately with
freshly mixed concrete and work into the slab prior to initial set and the application of curing.
Failure to do so may prompt the Engineer to declare the work defective and cause it to be
removed and replaced at no additional cost to the Contracting Authority.
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