
Aurora Program           minutes 
 

Aurora Special Project Meeting 
July 25, 2012 – Conference Call 

 
Individuals Participating: 
 
Max Perchanok, Ontario MOT 
Mike Adams, Wisconsin DOT 
Leon Osborne, University of North Dakota 
Chris Albrecht, Iowa State University 
 
Meeting Highlights: 
 
 This call was initiated to discuss closing out the work by the University of North Dakota on 

Aurora Project 2007-04. 
 Max Perchanok is the champion for this effort. 
 Max began the meeting by reviewing the project timetable and extension, then asked Leon 

Osborne to provide a better explanation of where the documentation stood. 
 Leon Osborne then reviewed the history of how the project was transferred within the 

University of North Dakota from Jeff Tilley to him. 
 Leon also reviewed the basic research plan that included UND and NCAR, noting a little 

about the history of the Rosemount sensor used in the analysis. He also briefly discussed the 
original algorithm later updated by NCAR. 

 Overall, Leon noted, 29 events were documented in the two winter seasons between 2008 
and 2010. He noted that the algorithm does work with ESS reliably and in real time, but there 
is still an unmet need to look at how the accretion rate in the sensor can be useful in a 
pavement surface environment. This cannot be determined from this research data, he added. 

 A discussion followed concerning some of the outstanding issues remaining considering the 
research, including a flawed experiment design and the applicability of the results to a 
roadway environment. 

 As a result of the discussion, the group agreed that UND would provide a full report on the 
results to the project team by the end of September 2012. 

 Max thanked Leon for his work on this effort. 
 Max noted that he would contact Tina Greenfield about a no-cost extension to cover this time 

period. 


