TRAFFIC AND SAFETY INFORMATIONAL SERIES

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION #7
Factors considered when locating, marking, and controlling 

pedestrian crossings

At intersections, motorists and pedestrians sometimes compete for the same space. Because of this concentrated activity, intersections can become unsafe, especially for pedestrians. The proper design of intersections is very important for pedestrian safety.

Where is a good place for a crossing?
Pedestrian crossings are determined by the amount of pedestrian traffic. The most common location for pedestrian crossings is at an intersection with stop signs or traffic signals. However, if a significant number of pedestrians cross at midblock, marked crossings can also be considered there.

When are crosswalk stripes painted?

Typically, solid white lines are painted on both sides of the pedestrian path at crossings with a high volume of pedestrian traffic. Painted crosswalk stripes are especially important if there is any confusion about where pedestrians should cross. The paint on the pavement can also serve as a signal to motorists that the crossing exists. Where additional visibility or attention is necessary, a hatched, “zebra,” marking technique might also be considered.
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Advanced Crossing sign
Crossing sign

When are crossing signs needed?
“Advanced Crossing” signs, which picture a person walking, are used to warn drivers of unexpected crossing locations. A “Crossing” sign, which pictures a person walking between crossing lines, can also be placed at the actual crossing location as a supplement to the “Advanced Crossing” sign.
When are crossings controlled by traffic signals?

A bicycle crossing at midblock sometimes requires a traffic signal to help direct traffic flow and improve safety. An engineering study can help determine whether or not a signal at a particular location would achieve these results.
For more information

For more information, please contact _________________________.
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