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TRAFFIC AND SAFETY INFORMATIONAL SERIES

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION #1

WON'T A “Children at Play” sign helP

protect our children?

The Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) regulates the design, use, and placement of signs and markings in the United States. The “Children at Play” sign is considered a warning sign with a word message. It is sometimes used instead of the nationally recognized “Playground” sign (see Figure 1). The purpose of any warning sign is to inform drivers of conditions that they are likely to consistently encounter. Drivers begin to ignore warning signs when this is not true.

“Children at Play” and “playground” signs
Warning signs should be uniformly designed and often communicate their message most efficiently through the use of symbols. Warning signs that are not consistently uniform can confuse drivers. The “Children at Play” sign, for example, has several variations. These include “Slow-Children” and “Caution-Children at Play.” The MUTCD recommends that all nonuniform signs be removed.

A sign with a similar message, but in symbol form, has been approved for use in the MUTCD. The “Playground” symbol sign is shown in Figure 1. It is recommended in the MUTCD that this sign be placed to warn motorists of a designated playground or a play area with a high volume of children. The placement of this sign is one option for areas where the conflict of children and vehicles may be encountered on a regular basis.
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FIGURE 1  Playground sign.

Reference: Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

Overuse OR MISUSE OF WARNING signS

The overuse or misuse of any warning sign (including “Children at Play” signs) is a major concern. Drivers begin to ignore warning signs if they are overused and there is not a consistent obvious need for them. For example, if a large number of “Children at Play” or “Playground” signs are installed, the sign itself would become ineffective since drivers would see them constantly (without any apparent hazard) and eventually begin to ignore them. This would, of course, defeat the whole purpose of installing the sign (even where it is really needed).

PLacing signs does not Slow VEHICLES

Finally, the speeds people choose to drive along a roadway are primarily determined by the roadway characteristics and environment and by the level of comfort and safety the driver perceives. In many cases, “Children at Play” or “Playground” (i.e., a sign with children on a teeter-totter) signs are placed along local neighborhood roadways, and the users of these roadways are local residents and are typically aware of children in the neighborhood. The characteristics and environment of many local residential roadways also usually produce relatively low speeds. In this type of environment, a reduction in general vehicle speeds through the placement of a “Children at Play” or “Playground” sign should not be expected (especially when the hazard is not consistently clear to the driver).
For more information
For more information, please contact 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION #1

Wouldn’t a “Children at Play” sign help protect our children?

We often get requests from parents for “Children at Play” signs to be installed in their neighborhoods. Parents hope that the signs will encourage drivers to slow down and drive cautiously. The concern for the safety of children is very important and is shared by highway and street officials. Unfortunately, “Children at Play” signs may not be the best solution. Here’s why:

Placing signs does not slow vehicles
The speeds people choose to drive along a roadway are generally determined by the roadway characteristics and environment and by the level of comfort and safety the driver perceives. In many cases, “Children at Play” or “Playground” (i.e., a sign with children on a teeter-totter) signs are placed along local neighborhood roadways; the users of these roadways are local residents and typically are aware of children in the neighborhood. The characteristics and environment of many local residential roadways also usually produce relatively low speeds. In this type of environment, a reduction in general vehicle speeds through the placement of a “Children at Play” or “Playground” sign should not be expected (especially when the hazard is not consistently clear to the driver).
Signs are used to warn of consistent, not occasional, conditions

Warning signs are effective when they warn drivers of consistent conditions. Because children are not likely to be consistently playing at a particular location in the neighborhood (unlike at playgrounds or parks), “Children at Play” signs placed there could lose their effectiveness. Studies have shown that when signs are overused or indicate conditions that are not likely and consistent, drivers start ignoring the signs.

With or without signs, education and awareness can be important
Even when “Children at Play” signs are used, it may not be a good idea to let your guard down or be lulled into a false sense of safety. Children can benefit from keeping in mind that the street is not a place to play and that not all drivers are necessarily watching out for them.

For more information
For more information, please contact _________________________.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION #2
how MANY BULLET HOLES DOES IT TAKE TO KILL A SIGN?

(SIGN vANDALISM)

Sign vandalism is a serious problem in Iowa. In fact, it is believed that one of ten signs is vandalized each year. As expected, roadways with low traffic volume account for about 80 percent of the signs vandalized each year. Overall, the cost of sign vandalism each year in the United States is about $274,100,000. There have been a number of steps taken to reduce the amount of sign vandalism, but no single action has worked completely.

Signs are important: they regulate the actions of drivers, warn drivers of hazards, and inform drivers of important locations. Signs are placed and/or designed to fulfill a need, command attention and respect, convey a clear and legible message, and provide drivers with enough time to respond correctly. A sign damaged by vandalism can not perform any of these functions effectively. Although the sign is still needed, when it is damaged it may not command attention and respect, or convey a clear and legible message. The vandalism or removal  (another form of vandalism) of a sign can have serious consequences.

Types of sign Vandalism

There are many kinds of sign vandalism. While some people believe that shooting signs (see Figure 1) is the most common, a study by the Iowa Department of Transportation found that only about 11 percent of vandalized signs are shot by a gun.  Broken/knocked down signs and stolen signs ranked first and second, respectively, and gun-damaged signs third. Other kinds of vandalism include painting or marring the face of a sign, pulling out a sign, and bending a sign. All of these can produce serious safety problems and should be mitigated as soon as possible.
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FIGURE 1  Sign vandalized by gun.

Factors for Replacing or Fixing Vandalized Signs

Vandalized signs provide a poor impression of the surrounding community. Studies have shown that not replacing or fixing vandalized signs can lead to more severe vandalism. Vandalized signs should be repaired or replaced as soon as possible.

replacement of Vandalized Signs

A vandalized sign may no longer be effective and can be hazardous to road users. Motorists could be deprived of critical information, and this could result in a collision. Critical signs include “Stop” signs, “Yield” signs, and “Do Not Enter” signs. Warning signs caution motorists of potential danger. If a warning sign is missing or unreadable it may also lead to a collision. Warning signs include signs that alert motorists of approaching intersections, curves, turns, and stop signs or signals. Finally, there are guide signs. These signs guide motorist to points of interest and make trips less confusing. Guide signs are important because they produce a less confusing environment and allow the driver’s attention to be directed toward the roadway.

Countermeasures for Sign Vandalism

For a description of techniques to combat sign vandalism, consult the Manual on Countermeasures for Sign Vandalism (US Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration).

For more information
For more information, please contact 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION #2
Sign Vandalism

Sign vandalism is a serious problem. In Iowa, 1 of 10 signs is vandalized each year. Sign vandalism is illegal, it costs U.S. taxpayers about $274,100,000 annually, and it can confuse motorists and result in deadly crashes.

What is sign vandalism?

Sign vandalism includes

· knocking down signs

· stealing signs

· shooting signs with a gun

· painting or marring signs

· bending signs or signposts

Repairing/replacing vandalized signs

It is important that vandalized signs be repaired or replaced as soon as possible. Critical or regulatory signs (for example, “Stop,” “Yield,” and “Do Not Enter” signs) should be replaced as a first priority. The replacement or repair of warning signs (for example, signs that alert motorists of potentially dangerous intersections and curves) should be a second priority. The third priority is for guide signs (for example, signs that direct motorists to points of interest) to be repaired or replaced.

Signs in poor condition are a safety hazard. If a sign is damaged or removed, motorists could be deprived of important information, and this could result in a collision. Not replacing or fixing damaged signs quickly leads to even more severe vandalism. The general public can help by reporting damaged or missing signs to the proper authorities.

For more information

For more information, please contact _________________________.
TRAFFIC AND SAFETY INFORMATIONAL SERIES

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION #3

WON'T A LOWER SPEED LIMIT LOWER TRAVEL SPEEDS AND

THE NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS?

safety and speed

Speed has an impact on the severity of a collision, but in many cases it is not the primary cause of the collision.  In fact, research into this subject has not found a direct relationship between speed and the number of crashes on a particular type of roadway. The interstate highway system generally has a low crash rate but serves vehicles at very high speeds.

Crashes or collisions along a roadway are often caused by a combination of vehicles traveling at different speeds. The probability of a vehicle being involved in a collision increases if it is traveling faster or slower than the average traffic flow (see Figure 1). Vehicles that collide at higher speeds experience anincrease in fatalities (see Table 1).
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FIGURE 1  Crash rates and vehicle speed.

Reference: Speed Zoning on Iowa Highways, Iowa Department of Transportation.

TABLE 1  Vehicle Speed and Fatalities

	
	Average Annual Number of Fatal Crashes
	Average Annual Number of Fatalities

	Rural Interstate System:

	     1981–1986
	17
	21

	     1988–1993
	26
	31

	     1994–1997
	24
	31

	Rural Primary System:

	     1981–1986 
	141
	168

	     1988–1993
	143
	175

	     1994–1997 
	143
	173


Notes: Interstate speed limits were raised from 55 to 65 mph in 1987. The 1996 and 1997 crash and fatality information is based on preliminary data.

Reference: Update Report on Speed Limits in Iowa, Iowa Department of Transportation.

Setting a Speed Limit

Drivers generally select their vehicle speed based on the roadway environment and characteristics and by the level of comfort and safety the driver perceives. This is why the 85th percentile speed of the vehicles already using a roadway (i.e.., the speed at or below which 85 percent of vehicles travel) is one of the most important factors in the determination of a posted speed limit. Research indicates that roadways with posted speed limits at or near their 85th percentile vehicle speed will experience fewer collisions than roadways with speed limits above or below this level.

A speed limit that is posted too low (i.e., lower than what the majority of vehicles already travel) usually does not increase the safety of the roadway. As mentioned above, a driver generally selects a speed based on the roadway environment/characteristics and personal comfort, safety, and risk levels. For this reason, it is unlikely that a driver will reduce the speed of his or her vehicle unless there is an obvious need, and a posted speed limit that is unreasonably low will typically be ignored. This combination of speeds typically produces an increase in collision rates (see Figure 1), and the situation also produces an overall lack of respect for the concept of speed limit regulations (even when correctly posted). 

Factors other than the 85th percentile speed of a roadway that are taken into account when determining a posted speed limit include surrounding land use, pedestrian/parking activity, road surface conditions, roadway geometry, and the collision history of a roadway. In some cases, the consideration of these factors can lead to a posted speed limit other than the 85th percentile speed of the roadway.  For example, a posted speed limit may be reduced when entering a school zone that may not be apparent to the driver.

For more information
For more information, please contact 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION #3

Wouldn’t the number of accidents go down if we lowered 

the speed limit?

People often believe that posting lower speed limits will force drivers to slow down and will result in fewer traffic crashes. Unfortunately, this is not always true. Here’s why:

Slow does not mean safe

Although crashes at high speeds can result in more severe injuries, research has found that higher speed limits do not necessarily result in more crashes. The interstate highway system, for example, has the highest speed limits and yet has a very low crash rate when compared with other types of roadways.

The speed drivers actually travel is often the safest speed

One principle that helps determine a speed limit is that the safest situation on a roadway is when all the vehicles are traveling about the same speed. When a speed limit is set unreasonably low, some drivers tend to ignore the signs. Other drivers will try to obey the posted speed limit. The result is that the roadway is carrying both fast-moving and slow-moving vehicles, which is the perfect recipe for a crash. Strange as it may seem, it is safer for all drivers to be traveling at the same high or low speed than for some drivers to be driving fast and some driving slowly. Therefore, speeds are usually set based on what most people actually drive.

Other factors

Other factors are also considered in setting speed limits. These include roadway surface conditions, pedestrian and parking activity, and the record of crashes at the location. These factors, however, must be balanced against the hazard of having vehicles on the same roadway travel at very different speeds.

For more information

For more information, please contact _________________________.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION #4

WHY CAN'T I HAVE SEVERAL DRIVEWAYS TO MY PROPERTY WHEREVER I WANT THEM?

State, city, and county governments in Iowa are legally responsible for providing and managing roadway access to roadside properties. Property owners (especially commercial property owners) generally like to have several driveways at the most convenient locations. However, too many or improperly designed access points can lead to operational and safety concerns along roadways when vehicles attempt to enter or exit driveways. Roadways with access that is not properly managed can experience lower safety and increased traffic congestion.

Access management regulations must balance the public need for safe and efficient movement and the landowner's private property right to sufficient access. The existence of driveways along a roadway does impact the safety and operation of traffic. Vehicles entering and exiting a driveway move more slowly than through traffic. A roadway with numerous driveways and/or inadequate driveway spacing has an increased number of vehicle stops and starts (i.e., conflicts). This produces a lower level of operations and safety than along roadways with restricted or regulated driveway access. A roadway with a small number of access points per mile is over three times as safe as one with a greater access density (see Table 1).

TABLE 1  Relationship between Access Density and Traffic Safety

	Access Points per Mile
	Crash Rate per Million Vehicles
	Relative Level of Crashes

	0 to 10
	2.22
	1

	10 to 30
	3.34
	1.5

	30 to 50
	4.74
	2.1

	Over 50
	7.38
	3.3


BRW, Inc., study for the Minnesota Department of Transportation, August 1998.
A limitation on the number of driveways per property allows drivers more time and distance (i.e., reduces confusion) to complete driving maneuvers. In other words, the potential for vehicle conflicts and collisions is reduced. Recommended guidelines for driveway spacing are shown in Table 2. These guidelines are based on operating speed, roadway type, and the amount of traffic.

TABLE 2  General Guidelines for Unsignalized Access Spacing

	Condition
	Spacing Guidelines

(feet)

	Operating speed:

	     30 mph
	100 to 200

	     45 mph
	300 to 550

	Type of facility:

	     Major arterial (e.g., most numbered state and federal highways)
	300 to 500

	     Minor arterial (e.g., urban streets)
	100 to 300

	     Collector (e.g., roadway connecting local streets to arterials)
	100 to 200


Transportation Research Board, Transportation Research Circular, No. 456, March 1999.

TECHNIQUES USED TO REDUCE THE IMPACT OF ACCESS POINTS

New projects or roadway improvements should be designed to reduce the number of conflict points associated with traffic entering or exiting roadside development. Driveways should be designed to minimize the disruption turning vehicles have on the efficiency of traffic flow. Access management plans for a specific roadway can include the following:

· reducing the overall number of driveways per block or mile,

· maintaining a greater minimum distance between driveways, 

· sharing driveways between properties to limit the number of conflicts, and  

· requiring adequate sight distance (see below).

Access management can improve driving conditions and the safety for all motorists. Providing proper access to properties and properly designing intersections maintains safety and promotes a smooth traffic flow. Some results of successful access management include

· the separation of vehicle conflict areas,

· a reduction of interference between  through and turning traffic, and

· the better maintenance of consistent  speeds along major roadways.

HOW SIGHT DISTANCE IMPACTS THE LOCATION OF DRIVEWAYS

Sight distance, the length of roadway visible to a driver, must be provided at driveways for the safety of both through and turning traffic. Drivers using the roadway or entering and exiting a driveway use the sight distance provided to verify that the area is clear. Providing adequate sight distance to/from a driveway produces a safer environment because it allows drivers to adequately adjust to potential conflicts and operating impacts. Required sight distances allow vehicles to enter the roadway with only a small adjustment by the traffic along the main roadway. The requirements for driveway (or intersection) sight distance may be found in “A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets” (the American Association of State and Highway Transportation Officials).

For more information
For more information, please contact 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION #4

Can I have additional driveways to my property?

Many people who own commercial property want more driveways to make it convenient for motorists to access their businesses. They may not have considered the negative safety-related impacts of having extra driveways.

More driveways sometimes result in more crashes
Studies have shown that as the number of driveways along a street increases, so does the number of crashes. Vehicles entering and exiting a driveway cause the rest of traffic—the through traffic—to slow down and sometimes stop. On a street with many driveways, traffic has to slow and stop often to accommodate vehicles pulling in and out of the driveways. This kind of traffic movement can result in more crashes. Reducing the number of driveways and/or creating shared driveways are ways to make traffic flow more smoothly and to reduce the number of crashes.

The location of driveways is important too

In addition to the number of driveways, the placement of driveways is important. They should be located a safe distance from intersections and where drivers who are entering or exiting the driveway can see clearly for an adequate distance in both directions.

Limiting driveways doesn’t equal bad business
In recent Iowa case studies, businesses along streets with a limited number of well designed driveways had similar or better retail sales than businesses on streets with more driveways. Motorists generally try to avoid streets where they have to regularly slow down or stop for vehicles that are pulling in and out of driveways.  These case study projects are located in Ames, Spencer, Fairfield, Clive, and Ankeny. The retail sales evaluation results for these locations are discussed in the Iowa Access Management Awareness Phase II Report (available from the Center for Transportation Research and Education at Iowa State University).

For more information
For more information, please contact _________________________.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION #5

Why aren’t there better AND

longer lasting stripes ON the road?

Pavement markings guide traffic and inform drivers. The conditions experienced by a pavement marking, however, are extremely harsh and it can be difficult for any material to last a significant length of time.  For this reason, the deterioration of pavement markings is a common and expensive problem.

Types of Materials Used

Some common types of pavement marking materials are listed below. They include nonpaint-based markings, which are considered highly durable, and different types of painted markings.

	Highly durable (nonpaint based):
	Nondurable (paint based):

	· Grooved-in-tape

· Hot-applied thermoplastic

· Cold-applied thermoplastic

· Epoxy

· Polyester stripping

· Reflective raised pavement markings


	· Latex-based paint

· Water-based paint

· Rubber-based paint

· Oil-based paint




Life Expectancy of Commonly Used Materials

The marking materials listed above have different life expectancies. Latex-based paint, for example, can last from six months to one year under normal road conditions. Water-based paint is also expected to last up to one year, and in some cases two years, under normal conditions. Thermoplastic, on the other hand, is a more durable material, and in many areas can last several years. In Iowa, however, this material is not widely used because snowplows have a tendency to remove it. Epoxy is used in Iowa and is considered an extremely durable striping material. It can last from three to five years, depending on the snowplow use and traffic volume along a roadway. The use of grooved-in-tape (tape inserted into a groove in the pavement surface) is currently being tested in Iowa. This material can last up to five years on high volume roadways or eight to ten years on low volume roadways but can be expensive to purchase and apply.

Factors Influencing pavement marking Life Expectancy

Some of the factors that determine how long pavement marking materials may last on a roadway are as follows:

· Pavement surface and condition. The pavement surface and condition of a roadway not only determine how much paint is needed, but also how long it is likely to last. The condition of the surface also affects the visibility of the materials. If the roadway surface is open-graded (e.g., an asphalt concrete) it requires more paint initially. An alternative, however, is the use of hot-applied thermoplastic. If a roadway needs restriping, but its pavement condition is not good, it will likely need to be resurfaced in the near future. In this situation, a less expensive paint application should probably be used as a temporary measure before repaving of the surface.

· Traffic volume. Traffic volumes impact how often and what pavement marking materials are applied. On roadways with large traffic volumes the pavement markings do not last as long as those on roadways with low traffic volumes. Therefore, a roadway with large traffic volumes should commonly be marked with materials such as raised markers, hot-applied thermoplastic, grooved-in-tape, or epoxy thermoplastic. However, on roadway with small traffic volumes it is more common to use less expensive and nondurable paint-based products. The smaller traffic volumes allow paint to last an acceptable amount of time.
· Traffic composition. The type of traffic on a roadway also impacts the durability of pavement markings. Trucks, buses, and other heavy equipment produce more pavement marking wear than typical passenger cars.
· Season materials are applied. The time or season that a pavement marking is applied will impact its durability. For example, a thermoplastic applied to a pavement surface during cold weather may not last as long as those applied during the summer. This is also true of painted pavement markings. If a painted pavement marking is applied during the summer it is more likely to last longer.

· Thickness of pavement marking. The durability or lifetime of a pavement marker also relies on how much of the material is applied. For obvious reasons, if a thicker layer of paint is applied, the marking will most likely last longer. However, thick materials can be more expensive.

· Snow maintenance. Finally, snowplows also have an impact on all pavement markings. Snowplows increase the wear on pavement markings, and some materials, such as thermoplastic, may peel off the pavement entirely. Only pavement markings that can withstand the blade of a snowplow should be applied in areas with snow maintenance activity.

For more information
For more information, please call 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION #5

Why don’t the painted stripes on the road last longer?

To some motorists it may seem like pavement markings—for example, the stripes on the road that divide lanes of traffic—are reapplied very frequently. The people that apply the stripes to the roads can get pretty frustrated with having to apply and reapply markings. There is no one best material or application technique. Instead, many factors go into the design of pavement markings and the decision of what materials to use and how to apply the markings at each location.

Durability and cost of materials

When deciding what material to use, durability and cost are evaluated on a case by case basis. Pavement marking materials are generally either paint based or nonpaint based. Paint-based markings are nondurable, lasting from six months to two years. They are relatively inexpensive. Nonpaint-based markings are durable, generally last longer than paint-based markings and are more expensive than paint-based markings. Epoxy is an example of a nonpaint-based marking material..

Pavement type and condition
The type of pavement surface must also be considered when choosing pavement markings. For example, asphalt concrete surfaces require either hot-applied thermoplastics or heavy applications of paint-based markings in order for the markings to be visible. For streets in good condition, more durable pavement markings are generally used. However, if a street is in poor condition and may be resurfaced soon anyway, one of the less expensive, paint-based materials is usually used.

Weather and time of year

Paint applied during the summer generally lasts longer than that applied during cold weather. Some nonpaint-based markings are not widely used in Iowa because snow plows have a tendency to remove them.

Amount and kind of traffic

The more traffic on a street, the more quickly markings deteriorate. Trucks and other heavy vehicles typically wear pavement markings more quickly than do passenger cars. Wear and tear will occur, however, even with common use over a period of time. Many factors are considered during pavement marking material and technique decisions, but pavement markings will probably always need to be repaired or reapplied.

For more information

For more information, please contact _________________________.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION #6
Why can't I PLACE a business-related directional sign within the roadway right-of-way?

Signs along a roadway can be hazardous. In fact, each year about 15 percent of all fixed-object collisions that result in a fatality involve a vehicle colliding with a sign, light support, or utility pole. For this reason, among others, the overall objective is to minimize the number of signs in a roadway right-of-way. Only signs that fulfill an essential need are typically allowed, and these signs must meet the design and placement requirements of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and any local roadway agency (i.e., state, county, or city) specifications. See Iowa Code Section 319.12 for more detail.

The only signs allowed within a roadway right-of-way (by the MUTCD) that also include business logos are referred to as “service” or “logo” signs. These signs direct motorists to essential services (e.g., gas, food, lodging, and camping). They are generally installed along freeways and expressways (although typically they precede a roadway exit or junction), but must be officially authorized and properly designed and placed.

Authorized signs are uniform in their placement and design but also have posts that are designed to reduce the impact of collisions. A large number of studies have been conducted to determine what sign and sign support designs protect the driver in the event of a vehicle collision. These design requirements are another reason “unofficial” signs are not allowed in the right-of-way of a roadway.

All signs and sign supports within a roadway right-of-way should meet MUTCD requirements and follow the guidelines documented in Roadside Design Guide (the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials). Among other things, signs need to be a certain distance from the roadway and have posts designed with certain break points in case of a collision. Signs and signposts not installed by a governmental agency typically do not meet these requirements and should be removed as quickly as possible.

 “SERVICE” or “logo” Sign Placement Authorization

The placement of a sign within the roadway right-of-way must be authorized by officials of the entity that owns and/or maintains the roadway and has the jurisdiction to regulate, guide, and warn traffic. Any unauthorized signs in a roadway right-of-way can produce an unsafe situation and should be removed.

The location, number, and characteristics of each sign within a roadway right-of-way are documented within the MUTCD. This manual contains requirements for proper sign placement, design, and spacing to avoid the possibility of a driver missing a sign or the occurrence of sign clutter. In most cases, if a business-related directional sign were placed within a roadway right-of-way for every business in a particular area it would produce an unsafe situation where these MUTCD requirements could not be met.

Service or logo signs are the only MUTCD-approved signs that can include specific business logos. The location and design of these signs depends on the requirements of the MUTCD. In addition, once a highway agency decides to allow service or logo signs within their roadway right-of-way they must also decide

· what type of businesses will be eligible;

· how far the businesses can be from the sign; 

· how sign logos and legends will be designed; 

· how the logos will be removed and/or covered for seasonal businesses;

· whether the service signs can be used in non-rural areas; and 

· how much it will cost each business for the permits, installation, annual maintenance, etc. of the logos.

The MUTCD requirements for the factors listed above should be considered a minimum by a local highway agency when it determines its service/logo sign policy. For example, the MUTCD requires that food services advertised on these signs must serve three meals a day, have a telephone, and be open six days a week. These requirements can be accepted by the local highway agency or made more stringent.

Signs in the Right-of-Way
The roadway right-of-way is reserved for officially authorized regulatory, warning, and directional or guide signs. Any other signs should be removed and/or relocated for traffic safety and operational purposes. The placement of “non-standard” signs and signposts in the roadway right-of-way introduces a safety hazard to drivers, and if a collision occurs they introduce a number of liability issues (for both the individual that erected the sign and the local jurisdiction). In addition, when an individual erects a sign within a roadway right-of-way, the proper supports and/or signing material are not typically used, and this increases the risk of an injury or fatality during a collision.

A good reference for sign regulation in Iowa is the Iowa Department of Transportation publication entitled Roadside Advertising and Motorist Information Signage in Iowa.

For more information
For more information, please contact 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION #6
Can I put up a sign along the road right-of-way to direct people to my place of business?

Many businesses rely on the use of signs to direct customers to their place of business. It is understandable why some business owners would like to have their business signs posted along the road. However, for the safety of all motorists, the number, type, and placement of signs along the road are regulated. Authorized signs include service signs that help direct motorists to area businesses.

Signs, sign posts, and the placement of signs are regulated in the right-of-way

Because nonstandard signs and the unauthorized placement of signs can be hazardous, standards have been established to increase safety and the effectiveness of the signs that are used. Only signs with breakaway sign posts are authorized because the use of non-breakaway poles can contribute to the severity of crashes. The distance and spacing of signs are also regulated to reduce the number and severity of crashes. See Code of Iowa Section 319.14 for more detail.

The dangers of too many signs

Having too many signs along the roadway increases the possibility of drivers missing important warning, regulatory, or directional messages. If business signs were placed within the road right-of-way for every business in an area, the large number of signs might decrease the usefulness any given sign—be it a warning sign or a sign for an area business—sometimes with severe consequences.

Signs that are safe and useful

For the reasons above, only signs that fulfill an essential need are typically authorized within a road right-of-way. Service signs that direct motorists to essential services—hospitals, gas, food, lodging, and camping—are allowed in some cases if properly designed and placed. Service signs are generally installed along freeways and expressways and can also include business logos and tourist-oriented directional signs.

For more information

For more information, please contact _________________________.
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